Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands (RIS)
— 2006-2008 version

Available for download from http://www.ramsar.oiig/key_ris_index.htm.

Categories approved by Recommendation 4.7 (199@masmded by Resolution VI1I1.13 of tHe®Gonference of the
Contracting Parties (2002) and Resolutions IX.1 ArBeh.6, 1X.21 and IX. 22 of thd'@onference of the
Contracting Parties (2005).

1. Name and address of the compiler of this form:

Malgorzata Walczak, Matlgorzata Smogorzewska OR OFFICE USE ONLY
& Jadwiga Sienkiewicz, DD MM YY

Institute of Environmental Protection,
00-548 Warsaw

2. Date this sheet was completed/updated: Designation date Site Reference Numbe
21.03.2007

3. Country: Poland

4. Name of the Ramsar site:

The precise name of the designated site in ondefthree official languages (English, French orrgg of the Convention.
Alternative names, including in local languageg$iould be given in parentheses after the precisena

Swidwie Lake Nature Reserve (Rezerwat przyrody “Jepro Swidwie”)

5. Designation of new Ramsar site or update of exisg site:
This RIS is for (tick one box only)

a) Designation of a new Ramsar sitel; or

b) Updated information on an existing Ramsar sitéX]

6. For RIS updates only, changes to the site sinite designation or earlier update:

a) Site boundary and area
The Ramsar site boundary and site area are unchande(XI
or
If the site boundary has changed:
i) the boundary has been delineated more accurately; or
ii) the boundary has been extended U; or
iii) the boundary has been restricted®
and/or
If the site area has changed:
i) the area has been measured more accurdiglpr
ii) the area has been extendédi; or
iii) the area has been reduced**Q

b) Describe briefly any major changes to the ecolagal character of the Ramsar site, including in the
application of the Criteria, since the previous RISor the site:



No major change in ecological character of thew#ds observed.

7. Map of site:

Refer to Annex Il of theExplanatory Note and Guideline®r detailed guidance on provision of suitablepsancluding digital
maps.

a) A map of the site, with clearly delineated bounaries, is included as:
i) a hard copy (required for inclusion of site in the Ramsar ):IXi;
ii) an electronic format(e.g. a JPEG or ArcView imaggy;
iii) a GIS file providing geo-referenced site boundary ectors and attribute tablesd.

b) Describe briefly the type of boundary delineatio applied:

e.g. the boundary is the same as an existing pieatezea (nature reserve, national park, etcfplmws a catchment boundary, or
follows a geopolitical boundary such as a localegament jurisdiction, follows physical boundariegls as roads, follows the
shoreline of a waterbody, etc.

The boundary of the site is the same as the boyraddhe existing nature reserve JeziSwidwie.

8. Geographical coordinateglatitude/longitude, in degrees and minutes):

Provide the coordinates of the approximate certthe site and/or the limits of the site. If théesis composed of more than one
separate area, provide coordinates for each of thess.

5332 — 5335N, 1421 —1423E appr. centr&83°33'N 014°22'E

9. General location:
Include in which part of the country and which ku@dministrative region(s) the site lies and tlation of the nearest large town.

Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship, Szczecin.

10. Elevation: (in metres: average and/or maximum & minimum)
3 m—17.21 m above sea level
11. Area: (in hectares): 891 ha

12. General overview of the site:
Provide a short paragraph giving a summary desenitf the principal ecological characteristics amgortance of the wetland.

The nature reservBwidwie is located at the border of Wkfzska Primeval Forest and protects shallow,
overgrown, eutrophicSwidwie Lake and surrounding area. The lake is lkedain oval trough and is
surrounded by wide band of reeds occupying ca 76%ke area. The wetland is important for waterfowl
and other birds. The vegetation cover is varietecghg the diversity of local habitats — from atjca
assemblages to reedbeds and shrubs and to snwdlkepaif wet meadows and woodland — alder carrsh fre
conifer forests and mixed oak-linden forests. Tie supports rare and endangered plasigdwie Lake
and surrounding area are breeding, feeding, maultivintering and resting site for numerous species
waterfowl, including many rare and threatened biynekon. The reserve is regular preying area foddof
prey: white-tailed eaglelaliaeetus albicillaand ospreyandionhaliaetus which nest in the area. Numerous
flocks of migrating birds, especially geese, gatbierthe lake during spring and autumn migrationgerO
Lutra lutra dwells permanently in the area (species listedAbpex Il to Habitat Directive). Numerous
species of amphibians and reptiles can be fourtidnvetland, includingCoronella austriacaand Vipera
berus(both protected under Polish law). The occurresfaare species of invertebrat€olias palaenand
Papilio machaorwas also ascertained.

13. Ramsar Criteria:

Tick the box under each Criterion applied to thsigieation of the Ramsar site. See Annex Il ofEkplanatory Notes and
Guidelinesfor the Criteria and guidelines for their applioat(adopted by Resolution VII.11). All Criteria weh apply should be
ticked.

1 e
|

4 5 6 7 8 « 9
X O Q Q 0O 0O

2

3
X1

3N



14. Justification for the application of each Criteion listed in 13 above:

Provide justification for each Criterion in turdearly identifying to which Criterion the justifitan applies (see Annex Il for
guidance on acceptable forms of justification).

2. The wetland supports numerous endangered andacpratic species of plants, such adymphoides
peltata, Nuphar lutea, Drosera rotundifolandNajas marina(protected nationally) as well as birds listed in
the Polish Red Data Book of Animals and in the Bitdrective Annex | including: little gullarus minutus
bittern Botaurus stellaris little bittern Ixobrychus minutuysblack storkCiconia nigra white-tailed eagle
Haliaeetus albicilla hen harrierCircus cyaneusred kite Milvus milvus lesser spotted eaglaquila
pomaring bluethroatLuscinia svecicaand little crakePorzana parvawhile wigeon Anas penelopeis
protected as species of Birds Directive Annex Il.

3. The contribution of the wetland to the maintenaoickiodiversity in significant since it regularbupports
1% of individuals in the national population of tbin Botaurus stellaris(Birds Directive Annex I). It
belongs to the group of birds of special care whageulation in the entire Europe does not exced€id60
pairs.

4. Swidwie Lake and surrounding area are breeding, ifigedmoulting, wintering and resting site for
numerous species of wetland birds. During breedeason the territory is occupied by over 4% of dhirege
population of little crakéorzana parvgBirds Directive Annex I) and at least by 1% ofwlstic population
of such bird species as: red-necked gr&lmeliceps grisegenaruff Philomachus pugnaxblack tern
Chlidonias nigey greylag goosénser ansermoorhenGallinula chloropuslittle gull Larus minutusspotted
crakePorzana porzanand water raiRallus aquaticu@isted in Birds Directive Annex | and II).

During migration season at least 1% of the migsafmpulation of bean goognser fabalisrest here; the
occurrence of white-fronted goos@ser albifronsand cranésrus grusis relatively numerous (ca 1% of the
migrating population).

15. Biogeography(required when Criteria 1 and/or 3 and /or certgplications of Criterion 2 are applied
to the designation):

a) biogeographic region:

continental - according to EEA,

geobotanical region of deciduous forests - accgrtbriKondracki,

Eastern Europe — according to regionalisation umeWaterbird Population Estimates 2002, Third Bditi
Global Series 12.

b) biogeographic regionalisation scheménclude reference citation):

Geobotanical region of deciduous forests of Cetitabpe at the edge of the East-European regiamad
forests (boreal) — according to the Polish regisatibn by Jerzy Kondracki, 2001: Regional geogyaph
Poland. The region embraces eastern part of Dennsatkhernmost Sweden, central and north-eastern
Germany and most of the territory of Poland exdeptits two mountain ranges (Alpine region) and the
north-eastern edge of the country, belonging tolsueal or East-European mixed forest biogeographic
region.

According to EEA — the region is identified as “toental” (EEA publication 2002: Europe’s biodivigys—
biogeographical regions and seas).

16. Physical features of the site:

Describe, as appropriate, the geology, geomorplolaggins - natural or artificial; hydrology; sdipe; water quality; water depth,
water permanence; fluctuations in water level;ltidaiations; downstream area; general climate, etc

The site is located on PobeeeSzczediskie, within Réwnina Wkrzsska (Wkrzaska Plain). Théwidwie
Lake is situated in an oval trough to the soutlthefforest and is surrounded by wide band of redsibad
peatlands. The building material of the area cessiballuvial cone material accumulated duringtglasial
period in a 8 m thick fine-grained sand layer.

The climate is of subatlantic type, i.e. a tempenaiaritime climate with mild, humid winters and too
summers and substantial amount of precipitatione TWest and northwest winds dominate; average
temperature in July is +i8 and in January: -C; average annual precipitation is 561 mm.

3



17. Physical features of the catchment area:
Describe the surface area, general geology and gghwiogical features, general soil types, andater{including climate type).

The site is located in the left side Basin of Odviany small watercourses of Zaodrze, flowing from
morainic plateau: Oséwka, Warszowiec, Bukowa anthi@lka constitute local hydrological network.
Gunica, a tributary of Odra, flowing through BuSwidwie Lake is one of the larger rivers. The aréa o
Wkrzanska Primeval Forest constitutes wide sand plaierdified by dunes reaching a few dozen meters in
height. The area, built by material of Odra alllidane — fine-grained sand of 8 m thickness, waséal at
the end of Pleistocene, in the form of few terrataps reaching from 3 to 19 m above sea levelhén t
highest terrace, called Wknzska Primeval Forest, the pine forest with the aolditof beech and oak
dominates. Soil cover consists of podsolic-, brovatack-earth, alluvial- and hydrogenic soils.

The climate of the basin, because of its locatiwh surface features, is principally of Atlantic ¢y he west
and north-west winds dominate, and annual pretipitas about 750 mm.

18. Hydrological values:

Describe the functions and values of the wetlangroundwater recharge, flood control, sedimentpiragp, shoreline stabilization,
etc.

Swidwie Lake is located at the south border of Wikska Primeval Forest, in the Gunica Basin. Simitar t
other small lakes of this area, theidwie Lake is of melt-out type. The water surfagenaintained at 3 m
above sea level and it is fed through canals aaihage ditches draining water from the surroundielgls
and forests. The area is important for flood cdrdarml receiving and channelling the freshet water.

19. Wetland Types

a) presence:

Circle or underline the applicable codes for thélavel types of the Ramsar “Classification SystemVitetland Type” present in the
Ramsar site. Descriptions of each wetland type emdgrovided in Annex | of thExplanatory Notes & Guidelines

Marine/coastal: A « B+« C e+ De E* Fe Ge He | J e Ke Zka)

Inland: L « M () Pe Q¢ R e Spe Sse_Tp Tse U ¢ Var
Vt ¢« We Xfe Xpe Y o Zge Zk(b)

Human-made: 1 ¢ 2 ¢ 3 ¢ 4 ¢ 5 ¢ 6 ¢ 7 ¢« 8 ¢ 9 ¢

b) dominance:

List the wetland types identified in a) above ider of their dominance (by area) in the Ramsar steeting with the wetland type
with the largest area.

Tp (75%), M, O, , W, Xp

20. General ecological features:

Provide further description, as appropriate, of tha@n habitats, vegetation types, plant and anicoahmunities present in the
Ramsar site, and the ecosystem services of tharsitéhe benefits derived from them.

The wetland vegetation cover consists of habitasaitoand includes eutrophic and overgrown with rush
bedsSwidwie Lake and surrounding reedbeds, meadows ket earrs. The reserve shelters many aquatic
communities oMyriophyllo-NupharetunandNymphaeeturbelonging to types of endangered habitats listed
in Annex | to Habitat Directive (3150) natural eagihic lakes withHydrocharition type vegetation and
(3270) rivers with muddy banks wit@henopodion rubrip.p. andBidention p.p.vegetation. Shrub and
woodland constitute alder carrs wikinus glutinosain the tree layers. Vast reedbeds provide exdellen
shelter for nesting bird$widwie Lake and surrounding area are breeding,ifigedanoulting, wintering and
resting site for numerous species of waterfowlluding many rare and threatened by extinction. (Eces
listed in Annex | to Birds Directive and 13 spedieted in Polish Red Data Book of Animals are presn

the reserve. The reserve supports several birgsegfwith more numerous populations of black Kitiévus
migrans (2 pairs), red kiteM. milvus(3 pairs), white-tailed eagldaliaeetus albicillaand ospreyPandion
haliaetus which nest in the area. Lesser spotted eAgldla pomarinawas estimated to have 3 pairs in the

4



area. Numerous flocks of migrating birds, espegigkese, gather on the lake during spring and autum
migrations. white-fronted goos&nser albifronspopulation may attain about 8 000 individuals dreén
gooseAnser fabalisup to 5 000 individuals on migration stopovertat site and its surroundings.

21. Noteworthy flora:

Provide additional information on particular spscénd why they are noteworthy (expanding as negessainformation provided

in 14, Justification for the application of the €ria) indicating, e.g., which species/communites unique, rare, endangered or
biogeographically important, etBo not include here taxonomic lists of species gmes- these may be supplied as supplementary
information to the RIS.

The vegetation of the reserve embraces types varielsubject to habitat protection in the continlerggion

of Europe, especially the aquatic habitats withoeisgions Hydrocharo-Stratiotetumand Myriophyllo-
Nupharetum To the endangered at European scale belong alse $orest communities of linden-oak
forests - (9160) sub-Atlantic and medio-Europeaktto@anbeam forests of thearpinion betuliand alluvial
forests of Allianced\Inion incanaeandSalicion albae All of them are listed in Annex | to Habitat Ditéve

as endangered and vulnerable.

The rare plant species growing in the reserve delWNymphoides peltata, Nuphar lutea, Drosera
rotundifoliaandNajas marina

22. Noteworthy fauna:

Provide additional information on particular spscénd why they are noteworthy (expanding as negessainformation provided
in 14. Justification for the application of the €ria) indicating, e.g., which species/communites unique, rare, endangered or
biogeographically important, etc., including cowt#ta. Do not include here taxonomic lists of species gmés- these may be
supplied as supplementary information to the RIS.

The site enters the larger territory of the BircdeArof European Importance. At least 41 speciesnofeX |
Birds Directive were found in the place. It is astigeg place for rare in Poland species such ds bl
Larus minutus|t provides irregular nesting place for such rhiels as avoceRecurvirostra avosettand
black-winged stilHimantopus himantopus

The most interesting nesting species include Hisled in Annex | to Birds Directive: bitterBotaurus
stellaris, peregrine falcorlFalco peregrinuslittle bittern Ixobrychus minuts, craneGrus grus,corncrake
Crex crex little crakePorzana parvaspotted crak@orzana porzangdittle gull Larus minutus,common tern
Sterna hirundaand golden plovePluvialis apricaria in addition to greylag goosenser anserwigeonAnas
penelopeand shoveleAnas clypeataf Birds Directive Annex lll.

During migration season at least 1% of bean gdoser fabalisnigration population rests in the site while
crane Grus grus populations attain up to 200 -iB808®@iduals (ca 1%).

23. Social and cultural values:

a) Describe if the site has any general social andidtural values e.g., fisheries production, fangst
religious importance, archaeological sites, socedhtions with the wetland, etc. Distinguish betwee
historical/archaeological/religious significancedamurrent socio-economic values:

In the vicinity of Swidwie Lake the archaeological sites from Stone Agee discovered — the remains of
reindeer hunters dwelling site.

b) Is the site considered of international importafareholding, in addition to relevant ecologicallwes,
examples of significant cultural values, whethetterial or non-material, linked to its origin, cong&tion
and/or ecological functioning?

If Yes, tick the boXQd and describe this importance under one or morkeofdllowing categories:

i) sites which provide a model of wetland wise ,usdemonstrating the application of traditional
knowledge and methods of management and use thiatainethe ecological character of the wetland:

i)  sites which have exceptional cultural tradioor records of former civilizations that have uefhced
the ecological character of the wetland:

iiiy sites where the ecological character of thedlarel depends on the interaction with local comriesi
or indigenous peoples:



iv)  sites where relevant non-material values saglsacred sites are present and their existersteigly
linked with the maintenance of the ecological chmaof the wetland:

24. Land tenure/ownership:

a) within the Ramsar site:

- State Treasury ownership: ca 95%,
- private property: ca 5%.

b) in the surrounding area:

State Treasury and private property.

25. Current land (including water) use:
a) within the Ramsar site:

The site area is used for tourist purposes andegstricted scope, for agricultural purposes (cajtkzing,
meadow mowing)

b) in the surroundings/catchment:
The surrounding area is mostly used for agricultpuaposes and forestry.

26. Factors (past, present or potential) adverselgffecting the site’s ecological character, includig
changes in land (including water) use and developmeprojects:

a) within the Ramsar site:

In past and present the threat to ecological ckeniatic of the reserve pose:
- insufficient control of hunting,

- fish and mammal poaching,

- expansion of tourist infrastructure in the vitynof the lake.

The potential threat to reserve can be increasorgds motor traffic and implementation of realieatiof
planned new border crossing in Dobieszyn.

b) in the surrounding area:

The threats in the vicinity:

- intensive selling of agricultural land for residi@l buildings,

- the dynamic development of recreation,

- clearing of old-growth forests and hollow treesmoving of timber from the forest,

- planting of monoculture trees in Primeval Foréstan lead to decreasing of forest birds popaoigti
- water pollution,

- land drainage.

27. Conservation measures taken:

a) List national and/or international category andalestatus of protected areas, including boundary
relationships with the Ramsar site:

In particular, if the site is partly or wholly a \Wo Heritage Site and/or a UNESCO Biosphere Resqriease give the names of the
site under these designations.

The site is protected as:

- Nature ReservBwidwie, since 1978, in 1988 it was extended todineent area,
- Natura 2000 SiteSwidwie - PLB320006; 6157.1 ha,

- Ramsar Site — Jezio&widwie since 1984; 891.21 ha.

b) If appropriate, list the IUCN (1994) protected ageategory/ies which apply to the site (tick tloe br
boxes as appropriate):

la ;b Q; 00O ma;iva va;, viQa
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c) Does an officially approved management plan eaistt is it being implemented?:
The protection plan is in preparation.
d) Describe any other current management practices:

28. Conservation measures proposed but not yet imghented:

e.g. management plan in preparation; official peappas a legally protected area, etc.

The extension of reserve and establishment of dbansdary complex of protected arefwidwie-
Gottesheide is being planned. Also, the preparatbnproposal for transformation of reserve into
Krajobrazowy Park (Landscape Paiidwie”, in the framework of Natura 2000, is beipnned by the
Reserve Management.

29. Current scientific research and facilities:
e.g., details of current research projects, indgdiiodiversity monitoring; existence of a fieldearch station, etc.

In the settlement of Bolkéw, in the grounds of resethe Ornithological Station and Educational Sdum
Centre ‘Swidwie” are located. In the surrounding area tasvor birds observation were built and the
educational path was marked. On the site territmchaeological and ornithological research are coted!
by the Ornithological StationStidwie” of Ecology Centre of the Polish AcademySxiences in Szczecin.
The site is research area for researchers andrgtuflem the Agricultural Academy in Szczecin, e.g.

+ Wojciech Wt. Kowalski, Wanda Bacieczko: Charakstyka geobotaniczna rezerwatu faunistycznego
“JezioroSwidwie” [Geobotanical characteristic of the “Jezri@widwie” faunistic nature reserve], s. 97-124,

» Wanda Bacieczko, Wojciech Wt Kowalski: $ianos¢ wodna i szuwarowa rezerwatu faunistycznego
Jeziora Swidwie koto Szczecina [Water and rush vegetationthe faunistic nature reserve *“Jezioro
Swidwie” near Szczecin], s. 125-142.

30. Current communications, education and public aareness (CEPA) activities related to or
benefiting the site:
e.g. visitors’ centre, observation hides and nataits, information booklets, facilities for scHadsits, etc.

Educational activities are carried by the Stati@ffsafter previous agreement they guide excussibnough
the reserve. On the site territory Educational-MuseCentre $widwie” is located. Swidwie Lake is
inaccessible, the area surrounding lake is wetlthml area of reserve can be viewed from viewingetew
and educational path.

31. Current recreation and tourism:
State if the wetland is used for recreation/tourisrdicate type(s) and their frequency/intensity.

Annually, the reserve is visited by more than 28ugands visitors, mainly Polish citizens, but tie is also
popular among German and Scandinavian touristse@lg bicycle route leads from Szczecin to thervese

32. Jurisdiction:
Include territorial, e.g. state/region, and funatitisectoral, e.g. Dept of Agriculture/Dept. of Eowment, etc.

Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship, Voivode of Zachogoimorskie Voivodeship.

33. Management authority:

Provide the name and address of the local office{she agency(ies) or organisation(s) directlypmsible for managing the
wetland. Wherever possible provide also the titid/ar name of the person or persons in this offiith responsibility for the
wetland.

Voivode of Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship
Office of the Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship
ul. Waly Chrobrego 4, 70-502 Szczecin, Poland.
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