1

[Unofficial translation of text by J. Jenkinson, 28/9/95]

I nformati on Sheet on Ransar Wet| ands

1. Country: Spai n

2. Dat e: March 1993

3. Ref: /ES012

4. Nane and address of conpiler:

Xunta de Galicia

Consel l aria de Agricultura, Ganderia e Mntes
Servicio de Medi o Anbi ente Nat ural

C/ Juan Montes, 3-1°, Lugo

5. Nane of wetland: Rias de Ortigueira y Ladrido

6. Dat e of designation: 28-06-1989

7. Geogr aphi cal coordinates: 43°40'N 07°52" W

8. General | ocation: Provi nce of Corufia, closest city is
Otigueira

9. Ar ea: 2920 ha

10. Wetland type: AEFG

11. Altitude: 0-117 m
12. Overvi ew

Typi cal 'elevated' estuarine systemw th extensive intertidal flats.

13. Physi cal features:

Geol ogy: anci ent pre-Canbrian pol ynmetanor phic zone with evi dence of
erosi on during the Hercynian orogenesis.

Hydrol ogy: The two main watercourses are the Mera and the Bal eo.

Cimte: According to the Papadakis typology, the climate is
maritinme-tenperate. The average annual rainfall is 1,062 mm The

absol ute m ni mum and maxi num tenperatures are 7.0°C and 19. 5°C
respectively.

14. Ecol ogi cal features:

The mai n vegetation types are reeds and rushes.

Intermttent communities of Zostera nmaritima are to be found in the
subrrer ged rnuds.
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Amophi | a arenaria and Pancratium maritinmus grow on the sandbanks.

The occasi onal clunp of Pinus pinaster or Eucal yptus globulus is
the be found on the estuary nargins.

15. Land owner shi p:

a. of site: O the total 2920 ha, 1633 ha is formed by
water and intertidal areas (and therefore state owned), and the
ot her 1267 ha are private property

b. surrounding area: no information avail abl e
16. Conservation measures taken:

Wldlife refuge (closed to hunting). The entire wetland is listed in
Galicia's 'Rexistro Xeral de Espacios Naturales' as an Espacio

Nat ural en Régi nen de Protecci 6n General (nature site to which
general protection provisions apply).

17. Conservation measures proposed but not yet inplenented:

A natural resources devel opnent plan is being drafted.

18. Current | and use: principal human activities in:

(a) site: Tourism fishing, taking of shellfish and farm ng of

ot her marine products.

19. Di sturbances/threats, including changes in |and use and naj or
devel oprment proj ects:

(a) at the site: Urban pollution. Human activities on the dune

system

The avifauna is occasionally disturbed by activity on a | ocal

shoot i ng-range.

20. Hydrol ogi cal and physi cal val ues:

The two principal river channels are the Mera and the Bal dao. The
rest of contributing rivers are fornmed by snall branches

21. Soci al and cul tural val ues:

A zone with noderate touristic activity.

Not far fromthe site, the Santuario de San Andrés de Teixido is
| ocates. This is a place with deeply rooted religious tradition.
22. Not ewort hy f auna:

M gratory waterfow are of particular inmportance. Anatidae: Anas
pl atyrhynchos, Anas crecca, Anas penel ope and Anas cl ypeata.
Waders: Calidris alpina (nore than 1,500 individuals counted).

Not ewort hy manmmal s: Lutra lutra

23. Not ewort hy fl ora:

Intertidal sandy flats: Zostera marina, Zostera nana, Juncus
mari tinus.



Sandy beaches and dunes: Amophila arenaria, Pancratium maritinmm

Rear part of dunes: Helichrysum picardi, Crucianella nmaritim and
Linaria polygalifolia.

Dry land: U ex europaeus, Pinus pilaster, Eucal yptus gl obul us.

24. Scientific research:

A doctorale thesis is being witten on the taxocenosis of Linicoles.
25. Current conservation education

oserving of birds and information |eaflets.

26. Current recreation and tourism

A zone of noderate touristic activity during the sumrerti ne.

27. Managenent aut hority:

Servicio de Medi o Anbi ent e Nat ur al
Edificio Adm nistrativo Mnelos 5°PIt* 15008 La Corufia

28. Juri sdiction:

Territorial: Provincia de A Corufia. Municipios de Carifioy
Otigueira.

Functional: Xunta de Galicia. Conselleria de Agricultura, Ganderia
e Mont es.

29. Bibliographical references:

Dom nguez, J., 1988. Taxocenosis de limcolas (Charadrii) de |las
rias gallegas, con especial referencia a |las de Arosa y
Otigueira. Tesis doctoral. Universidad de Santiago.

Censos de Aves invernantes. Xunta de Galicia.

30. Reasons for inclusion:

1(a), 3(b).



